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The Honorable Mitch McConnell
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510-1702

Dear Senator McConnell:

Thank you for your December 9, 2004, letter concerning fine particulate matter (PM2.5)
designations and Boyd County, Kentucky. You forwarded a letter from Judge Bill F. Scott
regarding an issue involving a calculation problem in analyzing the monitoring data used for the
designation and other designation issues.

As mentioned in my June 28, 2004, and October 28, 2004 letters to you, EPA uses the
most recent three years of monitoring data to determine if a monitor is recording a violation. The
next step is to determine if there are any nearby areas that are contributing to the violation and
include them in the designated nonattainment area. In making this determination, we review all
available technical data related to nine factors set out in the April 1, 2003, guidance such as air
quality, source locations and emissions, meteorology, terrain, population, commuting, and growth
in the area. It is important to remember that PM2.5 is a regional pollutant and can be transported
by prevailing wind.

In making designations, we review each county in every area with a violating monitor for
the aforementioned nine factors. While we look for national consistency with our decisions and
designations, we evaluate each area individually. EPA and Kentucky have been in extensive
dialogue over the past several months regarding the PM2.5 designation process. The
Commonwealth has submitted extensive information regarding the Ashland area.

EPA is using the current information for this area. We have verified with the EPA Office
of Air Quality Planning and Standards that we are using the corrected ambient monitoring data,
and are comparing the emissions from Boyd County with the emissions in the entire area,
including adjacent counties. We also are aware of the declining growth for Boyd County.
Growth is one of the factors for assessing the size of the nonattainment area. All of this
information is being included in the decision making process which is expected to occur on
December 17, 2004, but no later than December 31, 2004.
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If you have questions or need additional information from EPA, please contact me or the
Region 4 Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at (404) 562-8327.

Sincerely,

J. I. Palmer, Jr.
Regional Administrator
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RULES AND ADMINISTRATION

December 9, 2004

The Honorable Michae] O, Leavitt
Administrator

Environmenta] Protection Agency
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W,
Washington, D.C. 20460

Dear Administrator Leavitt:

I contact you regarding the preliminary designation of Boyd County, Kentucky as a non-
attainment area for PM-2.5. As you know, these designations will have significant
impacts on economic development in these counties, and it is important that every effort
be made 1o make sure that the designations take all relevant information into
consideration,

Judge Bill F, Scott recently contacted me regarding an issue involving a calculation
Problem in analyzing the monitoring data used for the designation. Ihave enclosed a
copy of Judge Scott’s letter for your review. I would appreciate your consideration of the
county’s concens regarding this designation,

Thank you for your efforts on this matter, and I look forward to your response,

Sincerely,

CH McCONNELL

UNITED STATES SENATOR
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BOYD COUNTY JuDGE EXECUTIVE
BILL F. SCOTT

F.O.BOX 423
CATL!:TI‘SBURG, KENTUCKY 41129

TTm"rD {800) 247-2570 {606) 7394134

FAX (606) 739.5445

December 8, 2004
Senalor Mitch MeConnell
381-A Russell Senate Office Bullding
Washington, DC 20510
Dear Senator McConneli:

| again seek your agsistance conceming the preliminary designation of our
County as nonattainment of PM-2.5. | wrote you on September 28" because the
Kentucky Division for Alr Quality was scheduled to meet with U.S. EPA in Atanta on
October 6™ to discuss Kentucky’s analysis and conciusion that our County should be

be a terrible mistake for U.S. EPA to designate Boyq County as nonattainment for PM-
2.5. | greatly appreciate your sending the letter to Administrator Leavitt.

We have followed the consuitations between Kentucky and U.S, EPA and are
advised that Administrator Leavitt will make his final decislons conceming our County
probably within the next ten (10) days.

I am writing to you today fo express concem that 5 calculstion problem in
analyzing the monitoring dats has not been correcied. In the October 6™ Atlanta
Mmeeting, Kentucky brought fo 1J.S, EPA’s attention that the Office of Alr Quality
Planning and Standards Organization was not using correct data in determining the
deslgn values for each of the monitors, U.S. EPA apparently acknowledged the problem
but | cannot get confimmation that the calculations have been correcled,

In my September 28™ letter ¢ also expressed concem that U.s. EPA's retiance on

v
30 SUTears,
LA

“PAYE™

AnEquol Opportunity Employer M/F/D
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| regret having to bother you again, but | hope that you will make our concems
known to Administrator Leavitt so that we can be sasured that the calculation problem in
the analysis of monitoring dats has been cormected and that U.S. EPA will follow its own
guldelines and the Law In delermining our County’s future.

Sincerely,

<0l ot~

Bill F. Scott
Boyd County Judge Executive

cc  Secretary Lajuana S. Wilcher

Environmental and Public Protection Cabinet
Capitol Plaza Tower, 5% Floor
Frankfort, KY 40601

Commissioner Uoyd Cress

Department for Environmental Protection
Environmental and Public Protection Cabinet
14 Relly Road

Frankfort, KY 40601

Director John Lyons

Division for Air Quality

Department for Environmental Protaction
Environmental and Public Protection Cabinst
803 Schenkel Lane

Frankfort, KY 40601-1403
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BOYD COUNTY JUDGE EXECUTIVE
BILL F. scoTT

F. 0.BOX 423
CATI.ETISBURC, KENTUCKY 41729

TIY/TID (800) 247-2570 (806} 7394134

FAX (606) 739.544¢

Fx (202) 274 2409

Senator Mitch McCannelf
361-A Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Seaator McConnell:

Keatucky’s recommendations and preliminarily desi grated our County as nonatteinment for PM-
2.5. We wers, quite frankly, astonished becanse the monitor jocated in onr County shows
eftainment for the standard and we had relied an these manitaring results .

We have investigated tho basis for the preliminary designation. We have reviewed ULS,

unde:smudthcimportautjobﬂmU.S. EPAispu'fomﬁngfn:ourdﬁmwaIso suspect that
the aff of the Office of Air Quality Planning and Standirds rganization may have limited time
and resources 1o review subrmittels for each of the 243 counties whichxecaivedﬂmprclimlnmy

A1 Equol Dppartunity Emoloyar M/F/D
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T'em enclosing Kentucky's response o U.S, EPA which is posted on the web., It i9 our
understanding that before Boyd County can be designated nonattainment, the law requires 1.8,
EPA 1o demonstrate that our County {5 cither exceeding the standard or js significantly

welghted emission avergging methodology. Howev , it eppears thu U.S. EPA &iled to take
into consideration af] the adjacent county emissions in jts calculations, If it will do so,U.S.
EPA’s own weighted emisslon scoring methodalogy wil) show that our County does nos
contribute significantly to PM-2.5 levels in the reglon,

amact new judustry, It will be even mare diffienis to encourage our existing industry 1o
modernize and prezervs existing jobs. It will be difficult, ifnot impossible, for loca industey to
Plan expanslons when ft will ot be known unti] February 2008 what the regulatory requirements

Bill F, Scotr
Boyd County Judge/Executive

eo:  Seccrctary Lafuana §. Wilchey
Environmenta! and Publje Protection Cabinet
Capital Pleza Tower, 5th Floar
Frankfort, KY' 40601
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Comunissioncr Lloyd Cress
Department for Enviranmental Protection
Eovironmeatal and Public Protection Cabinet
14 Reilly Road
Prankfort, KY 40601
Director John Lyans
Division for Alr Qurlity
Departmeat for Enviranmental Protection
Environmental and Public Protection Cabinet
803 Schenke] Lans

Frankfort, KY 40601-1403




